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THE SAI WAN BAY CEMETERY
On the 8th of December 1941, the Imperial Japanese forces attacked 
Hong Kong. At this time, Canadian, British, and Indian troops were 
stationed there with orders to protect the city, despite officers deeming 
it ‘undefendable.’ Despite knowing the difficulties of putting up a defence, 
our allied troops put up fortifications and prepared for one of World War 
Two’s most intense battles over a short period of time. By Christmas Day 
of 1941, Japan overwhelmed and took Hong Kong. Out of over 2,000 allied 
soldiers buried at Sai Wan Cemetery, there are 228 Canadians who did 
not make it home, with 107 of them being left unidentified. After the 
war ended in 1945, many Canadian troops who had died as prisoners in 
Japanese POW camps were relocated to Sai Wan. Today, the cemetery is 
on a hill, peacefully overlooking Hong Kong, in a place frozen in reflection 
and gratitude for their sacrifice. On the top of the hill lays the Stone of 
Remembrance stating: “Their Name Liveth For Evermore.”

A MESSAGE  
FROM YOUR MP

During this sombre month of remembrance, we as Canadians pause to reflect 
on our servicemen and women who have fallen in the line of duty. We thank 
those who have served, and those who continue to serve our country. While 
throughout the year we are grateful for their service and sacrifice, it is now 
when we actively pay tribute to those who uphold our values of freedom, 
democracy, and the rule of law. 

Throughout our history, Canadians have been known to stand up for justice 
and freedom across the globe. In the April of 1945, our troops liberated the 
Netherlands from Nazi control, an act that is celebrated now as ‘Liberation 
Day.’ Prior to this, on Christmas Day, 1941, Canadians fought valiantly and 
laid down their lives in the defence of Hong Kong against the Imperial 
Japanese army. Our brave men continued to fight, despite the declaration 
that Hong Kong was an undefendable city. These are some examples of 
Canadian bravery, not the exception, and it is during this month that we 
come together to recognize as well as mourn those who have paid the 
ultimate price for you and I. 

Canada has sent over two million troops to serve in South Africa, World War 
I and II, the Korean War, and many other international efforts, such as our 
more recent missions in the Middle East, Afghanistan, Libya, and Mali. In 

these conflicts, Canada has opposed 
tyranny and bravely fought to uphold 
justice for those who were unable to 
defend themselves. One of the many 
reasons I am proud to be Canadian 
today, is because of our legacy to do 
what is right in the world, even when 
it may be difficult. Our troops have 
done that time and time again. 

During recent hardships that we 
have all faced due to the ongoing 
pandemic, I would also like to thank 
our first responders in Richmond 
who have continued serving our 
community in a professional manner. 
Included in this group is 12 Company 
of the 39th Service Battalion, our local 
army reserve company that stands on 
guard to defend British Columbia and 
Canada. To them I extend my most 
sincere gratitude. Thank you for your 

service. 

Whether buried abroad or at home, 
a retired veteran or still serving, I 
would like to personally thank our 
servicemen and women for their 
service and sacrifice to Canada. This 
Remembrance Day I am sadly unable 
to meet all our troops who live and 
serve in Richmond due to COVID-19 
to thank them in person. While 
restrictions are in place, please know 
that you are in my own and my family’s 
thoughts and prayers. 

As always, my office is available to 
receive constructive comments about 
issues important to the community, 
and how I can better serve your 
interests in Ottawa. 

Sincerely,

On a visit to Hong Kong in late 2019, MP Chiu visited this cemetery to pay his respects. 

IMPROVE COST OF LIVING



IMPORTANCE OF 
ETHICS FOR MP’S

During this month of 
Remembrance, it is 
fitting to remember 
some of our local born 
in British Columbia 
veterans. In World War 
II, William Lore, the first 
Chinese Canadian in the 
Royal Canadian Navy, as 

Intelligence Unit. After some time here, he was 
once again transferred, this time to the South East 
Asia Command where he worked at a secret base 
in Sri Lanka and helped in planning large attacks on 
Japanese-held Myanmar. 

By August 1945, the United States had dropped 
two atomic bombs in Japan, prompting immediate 
negotiations on behalf of Japan for an official 
surrender. In recognition of the many Canadian 
troops who had valiantly fought and laid their 
lives down in defense of Hong Kong, Rear Admiral 
Sir Harcourt chose William Lore to lead the Royal 
Marines ashore. It is recorded that while he 
liberated the Canadian prisoners of war, he said 
“Hi, you guys, don’t you want to see a Canadian?”

Retiring from the Royal Canadian Navy in 1948, 
Lore earned a law degree from Oxford 
University and set up his legal practice in Hong 
Kong. He died in 2012 at the age of 103. 

PILOT OFFICER HUGH 
BOYD GILMORE

Born in 1923, Hugh Boyd Gilmore, known as Boyd, 
is one of Canada’s many soldiers who fought and 

died during World War II. He graduated from 
Richmond High School in 1940 and began working 
for his father on the family farm along Shell Road. 

By November 18, 1942, he enlisted with the Royal 
Canadian Air and was sent for training in Edmonton 
and Quebec. In just under a year he was shipped 
out and posted to Bournemouth, England for 
active duty. By April 1944 Boyd was transferred to 
the RCAF 429 Bison Squadron. 

Shortly after his transfer, London began receiving 
nightly attacks where often over 100 V1 bombs 
where dropped daily. To fight back, RAF Bomber 
Command launched raids on the German bases 
where planes carrying V1 bombs flew over the 
channel. 

On July 30th Boyd was promoted to Pilot Officer 
Air Gunner. The following day after his promotion, 
he was sent on an operational attack on a German 
base in Coquereaux, France.  Unfortunately, during 
the night on his way back to England his plane, a 
Halifax aircraft LV950, did not make the return. He 
was declared missing in action on August 1st and 
was suspected to have been shot down by anti-
aircraft guns. 
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TAPE

SUICIDE PREVENTION SERVICES

COVID-19 has had a toll on mental health. If you or someone close to 
you is considering taking drastic action, please know that there are 
supports available:

Export Development Canada Support:
Phone: 1-833-456-4566 [24/7]     
www.crisisservicescanada.ca

Hope for Wellness Help Line: 
Phone: 1-855-242-3310      
Online Chat: www.hopeforwellness.ca

Trans Lifeline: 
Phone: 1-877-330-6366

Kids Help Phone: 
Phone: 1-800-668-6868
Text CONNECT to 686868
www.kidshelpphoneca

OTTAWA OFFICE
House of Commons 
Ontario, K1A 0A6 

Tel. 613-992-1385 
Fax. 613-992-1410

CONSTITUENCY OFFICE 
3251 Chatham Street
Richmond, British Columbia
Canada, V7E 6B8

Tel. 604-257-2900 
Fax. 604-257-2904
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well as the first ethnically Chinese officer in the 
British Commonwealth, participated in the 
liberation of Hong Kong and the rescue of 
Canadian prisoners of war. 

His career in the Royal Canadian Navy began in 
June 1943 when he graduated from Officer’s 
training and became a sub-lieutenant. Initially he 
was posted at the Operational Intelligence 
Centre in Ottawa, but within a year was 
transferred to London, England where he worked 
at the Combined Services Radio

LIEUTENANT-COMMANDER 
WILLIAM LORE 

RECOGNIZING THE 
CONTRIBUTION OF OUR 

VETERANS
WITHIN OUR COMMUNITY

During this day and age, it is of the utmost 
importance that our politicians remember 
their responsibility first and foremost as 
community leaders. We cannot preach ethics, 
respect, and accountability without 
emulating it ourselves. As of now in Canada, 
we see many politicians, both in our 
immediate past, and on the national stage, 
preferring to preach rather than practice this. 
False words followed by ethics violations and 
breaches of the publics trust are in no way 
justifiable or beneficial to Canadians. As your 
member of Parliament, I shall continue to not 
only act professionally, but hold those 
accountable who break your trust as an 
elected official, whether they have 
committed these acts recently or in our past.  

RICHMOND POPPY 
STREET SIGNS

If you live on or have seen a street sign in 
Richmond with a decorative poppy attached, 
then you are viewing a City of Richmond project 
started in 2016 to commemorate local soldiers 
who lost their lives while serving Canada. If you 
happen to live on one of these streets, or know 
of one nearby, I would strongly encourage you 
to look them up on the City of Richmond 
website, and read their story as an act of 
remembrance. 

Nathan Faryon
Stamp


